
In the last issue of the Reference Point,
we reported that the www.boating-
careerinfo.org web site, which is tar-

geted towards educators, counselors,
young people looking for career direc-
tion, career changers and anyone else
looking for information on the boating
industry, had gone live. If you visited the
site, you may have noticed that an
important part of this site – the online
searchable educational provider catalog –
was still under construction. The Marine
Industry Technical Education Council
(MITEC) is now proud to announce
that this missing piece of the web site has
now been added, and is up and running! 

This new catalog provides a list of
marine technical training programs for
the U.S., Canada and a few other coun-
tries. Those looking for training opportu-
nities, employers interested in building
relationships with schools and marine
career programs and anyone else interest-
ed in marine technical training
venues/programs can either select a spe-
cific school or program, or submit search
criteria that will come up with a list of
matching results based on location, disci-
pline, degree granting and much more. It
is our hope that this will also be an addi-
tional venue for employers to locate and
recruit new employees. 

Ed Sherman, ABYC’s full time
instructor and curriculum developer, and
the division chair of the MITEC Profes-
sional Development Division said, “This
catalog was developed from the ground
up. The initial listing of nearly 250
schools was pulled together from multi-
ple sources. The list was then verified
and culled down to the current list of
132. This was a long and extensive

process, but something that needed to be
done to ensure the schools/programs we
posted have active, relevant programs,
and that we had the most accurate infor-
mation for those programs. We believe
this searchable educational provider cata-
log is the first and most comprehensive
listing of high school, college and techni-
cal schools, as well as incumbent worker
training, to include certification and pro-
fessional development opportunities
within the marine industry.”

And while this is a first step, we know
that it will not be the final version of this
web site. MITEC will continue to update
www.boatingcareerinfo.org, as well as
the catalog to ensure it provides the most
up-to-date career information. If you
notice that a local school is missing,
please email Ed Sherman, division chair
of the MITEC Professional Development
Division, at esherman@abycinc.org.

In addition to this exciting announce-
ment, the MITEC recently announced
the confirmation of three new Council
members and the election of a new
Chairman. Representing a cross section
of the recreational marine industry, to
include boat manufacturers, boat yards,
repair facilities and marinas, community
workforce development partnerships,
dealers and retailers, education and train-
ing institutions, engine and systems
manufacturers, independent technicians,
surveyors and yacht brokers, the volun-
teer Council members provide guidance
in furthering MITEC’s mission of facili-
tating the creation and sustained avail-
ability of a technically skilled and
proficient labor force for the marine
industry through education, training and
professional development.

With past Council members Curt
Ainswoth of Cape Cod Regional Techni-
cal High School, Nancy Bodick of Mil-
ford Boat Works and Sarah Devlin
departing after their initial terms,
MITEC welcomed John Bernier, Pam
Lendzion and Barbara Jean (BJ) Walsh.

John Bernier – Watch Captain Marine
Software/Massasoit Community College

John has been involved in the marine
industry in various positions for the
entirety of his career – from entry level
technician to the service and general
manager of a service and repair facility.
In his position on the MITEC, John is
representing the education sector. He is
currently the Marine Technology Instruc-
tor at Massasoit State College in Canton,
Mass. John is also a marine technology
program advisor at the Ben Franklin
Institute of Technology in Boston., in
addition to being a Board Member of the
Association of Marine Technicians
(AMTECH), as well as a member of the
Massachusetts Marine Trades Education
Committee.

Pam Lendzion – MarineTec Management
Company

Pam Lendzion is the president/CEO
of MarineTec Management Company.
MarineTec Management Company pro-
vides comprehensive management ser-
vices, management consulting, and
management training to marine business-
es. The company focuses on marina facil-
ity planning and construction, marina
resort start-up and operations, yacht
repair yard operations, yacht charter
operations, marine project management,
and marine services development.
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Online Marine Industry Educational
Provider Catalog Now Up and Running
at www.boatingcareerinfo.org!



Barbara Jean (BJ) Walsh – ProBoat 
E-Training

Barbara Jean has been involved in the
marine industry since 1988, when she
first began working part time as support
staff at WoodenBoat Publications in
Brooklin, Maine. As that part-time job
evolved into a new career, she was able to
transfer her existing skills as an adminis-
trator, a researcher and an educator into
a series of jobs in which she honed her
writing ability, learned database manage-
ment, and helped to organize more than
1,000 seminars for the marine industry.
BJ has been developing and managing
new programs for Professional Boat-
Builder magazine. Most recently, she has
been involved in setting up the beta ver-
sion of the online database, ProBoat
PILOT (www.proboatpilot.com), and in

investigating new ways to expand the
educational services previously offered
via EMarineTraining.com, which is now
transforming into ProBoat E-Training.

MITEC members also elected Steve
Kitchin, vice president of corporate edu-
cation & training at New England Insti-
tute of Technology, to the position of
MITEC Chairman. Steve replaces Ed
Boncek of Sea Ray Boats, who stepped
down due to increased work commit-
ments after an initial term in this posi-
tion. On behalf of the MITEC, “We
would like to thank Ed Boncek for his
service as the first MITEC Chairman,”
stated Steve Kitchin. “Ed’s hard work
and dedication laid a solid foundation
which will make the continued building
of MITEC an easier task,” continued
Steve, who shares Ed’s plans to promote

the need for increased awareness of
marine industry careers through the pro-
jects and programs that MITEC is pur-
suing. 

The Marine Industry Technical Edu-
cation Council (MITEC) was established
as a result of the Conference on Marine
Industry Technical Training (COMITT).
MITEC’s purpose is to facilitate the cre-
ation and sustained availability of a tech-
nically skilled and proficient labor force
for the marine industry through educa-
tion, training and professional develop-
ment. The supporting mission of the
Council is to promote public awareness
and appreciation of technical workforce
career opportunities within the marine
industry. To learn more about MITEC
and careers in the boating industry, visit
www.boatingcareerinfo.org. �
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